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It’s great to be here with you … out in the sunshine on a beautiful September morning.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “I’m glad you showed up!”  Being a church has nothing to do with where we meet … being a church is about our priorities, our focus, and our Mission.  At 2nd Street, our Mission is to become more like Jesus Christ by loving God, loving people, and serving our world.
Most of the year we meet as “the church” at 620 Morton Street in the Newberg Armory.  But this morning we’re meeting as “the church” here.  But no matter where we meet, we gather together to commune with Jesus, to listen to Him, to obey Him, to receive from Him what He has for us, and to join Him in what He asks us to do.

Some of us here this morning need to experience the love of God – we need to experience His acceptance of us just the way we are, and right where we’re at.  And others of us here this morning need to experience the correction of God – we need to experience the reality that while God accepts us and loves us just the way we are, that He also loves us enough to not want to let us stay that way … and this means that God challenges us to growth, to sacrifice, and to transformation.

God has plans for our lives that include change, pruning, learning and unlearning, that include us moving closer to Him instead of further away, that include us shifting from selfishness to selflessness, from brokenness to healing, from depression to joy, from anxiety and worry to peace, and from bondage to freedom.

In the middle of July we wrapped up our study of The Gospel of John.  Two weeks ago we began a short series out of REVELATION 2-3 in which we’re looking into the seven letters Jesus had the Apostle John write out and deliver to the pastors of seven churches in Asia Minor … which is now modern-day Turkey.  And we’ll pick that teaching series back up again in two weeks.

But this morning I want us to look into the story of Jesus and a blind man named Bartimaeus who lived in what is now modern-day Israel, near a town called Jericho, which is about 17 miles NE of Jerusalem.  Please take out your Bibles, or turn to the Scripture and Notes ½ sheet and let’s look into MARK 10:46-52.

“Why has God brought you here this morning?”  I can promise you you’re not here by accident.  You’re here because God wants to meet you here.  We’ve praised God, and sought out His heart and His plans for us through worship and singing.  We’ve heard Him speak to us through a drama that raised some questions about how He works in our lives, and how He sometimes seems not only silent, but absent.

And so now let’s look into MARK 10:46-52 and into a story that will help every one of us here to ask and answer two very important questions …

1. What do I want Jesus to do for me?

2. What do I want Jesus to do through me?

If Jesus Himself were standing right in front of you … and if He asked you, “What do you want Me to do for you?” what would your reply be?

· That you’d have some cash to pay off your bills?  Or that you’d have kids who loved you as much as your dog does?  Or maybe the ability to conquer Ken Jenning’s winning streak on Jeopardy?  Or the opportunity to beat Tiger Woods in a round of golf?

· Or maybe it would be something a little more altruistic, like peace in the Middle East … or the cure for cancer … or an end to ethnic prejudice … or the elimination of world poverty?  

· Or maybe it would be something more personal … a healing for yourself, or a loved one … that someone you love would come into a relationship with Jesus Christ … or that you’d be able to move past a hurt, habit, or hang-up that you’ve been hanging onto for way too long, and that’s cost you way too much?

If Jesus Himself were standing right in front of you … and if He asked you, “What do you want Me to do for you?” what would your reply be?

It’s a question packed with a lot of responsibility and some pretty heavy ramifications.  And how each of us answers this question says a lot about who we are and what we value.  And gang, we answer this exact question every time we pray.  Because every time we ask Jesus for something in prayer, we’re revealing what it is we want or need Him to do for us.  And in light of that truth, I want to suggest to you that every one of us needs to see that there’s a principle that should guide our asking Jesus for anything.

And we see it illustrated in the story of Bartimaeus here.  Bartimaeus asked for his own healing; but, in his case, it was exactly the right request, because it resulted in him following Jesus, and glorifying God.  And gang, this is the principle I want to make sure everyone of us connects with, and clearly understands before we leave this amphitheater today … 

· let’s make the decision right here, right now, that when we come to god in prayer, that we’ll only ask god for things that if granted will result in us following jesus more closely, and glorifying God more consistently.

MARK 10:46 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
46 Then they came to Jericho.  And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road.

Jesus and His disciples had been traveling south, on the eastern side of the Jordan River.  And now they turn west, cross the Jordan, and head into the city of Jericho.  This story is also told in MATTHEW 20:29-34 and in LUKE 18:35-43.  And if you read all three accounts, you’ll find that there were two blind men, but that the man named Bartimaeus was the one Mark focused in on.  The other main difference between the three Gospel accounts is that while LUKE and MARK say that Jesus talked with Bartimaeus while He was coming into Jericho, MATTHEW says that their conversation happened while Jesus was heading out of Jericho.

When we run across differences like this in the Bible, they can make us hesitant to believe the whole counsel of God offered from the first verse of GENESIS to the last verse of REVELATION.  So why this difference between Mark and Matthew?

It shouldn’t surprise us that the accounts in the Gospels give slightly different details, because you and I do the same thing when we share events with people.  The writers of the four Gospels … Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John … were inspired by God’s Holy Spirit, and chose to record those details most important, not just to the story, but to the unique spiritual truth they were seeking to teach from the story, and that would best connect the with the audience they were writing to.

1. Matthew was written chronologically to Jews (70-100 A.D.)

2. Mark was written chronologically to Romans (68-73 A.D.)

3. Luke was written chronologically to Gentiles (80-100 A.D.)

4. John was written topically to 1st-century Christians (90-110 A.D.)

And with this in mind, there are several possible explanations to clarify whether Bartimaeus was healed as Jesus entered Jericho, or as He departed Jericho.  And the simplest one is that the two blind men were at the gates of Jericho when Jesus first came into the city … and then they followed Him through the city until as He was about to depart, and that this was where He stopped and talked with them.

At this time in history, the road into and out of Jericho was one of the most heavily traveled in the world, as nearly all commerce, travel, and movement of Roman troops between Europe to the north, and Africa to the south used this route.
MARK 10:47 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

LUKE 18:36 says that when Bartimaeus heard the multitude passing by, he asked what all the commotion was, and what it all meant.  Are you picturing this scene?  Every day, Bartimaeus would wake up and find his way to his particular spot along the road leading into Jericho where he would set up shop.  And through the years he learned to hear, and smell all the differences in what was happening around him and going by him in every direction.

· A herd of camels going by sounded different than oxen.

· A group of kids sounded different than a group of women.

· And when this Rabbi named Jesus Who’d been around for a couple of years now was passing through town, the commotion was different than anything Bartimaeus had ever heard.

When beggars set up shop alongside the entrance to Jericho (or any other city), the first thing they did was take off their outer garment, and spread it out on the ground in front of them … in much the same way a street musician today leaves their music case open while they play.  And while the beggar begged, passers-by would toss coins or food onto this garment.  And at the end of the day, he would gather up the coins that had been donated to his cause, and make his way home, hopefully with enough money for food for that evening and the next morning.  This was Bartimaeus’ life.

And so on this day, when Bartimaeus heard a large group of folks coming near, it was a potential jackpot!  And so of course, He wanted to know something about who was in this multitude that would soon be walking by … maybe so that he could gear up his appeal to fit the appropriate audience.  And then somebody … maybe one of his friends with a physical challenge other than blindness, or just a passerby, told him that it was Jesus the Nazarene who was on His way towards them.

We can’t know for sure … out of all the possible titles and descriptions of Jesus, why Bartimaeus was told that it was Jesus the Nazarene who was heading towards them.   But what we do know for certain is that Nazareth, which was Jesus’ hometown, was considered by most people to be a poor, backwater village, about 60 miles NW from Jericho, just West of the Sea of Galilee.

So to describe someone as being a Nazarene was derogatory.  In other words, I hear Bartimaeus being told to not get his hopes up too high about much coinage being tossed onto his outer garment.  I mean, it was just Jesus the Nazarene, and His rag-tag band of poor, itinerant, unemployed fishermen ministers, and their followers.

Have you ever noticed how Expectations can be either powerful helps or powerful hindrances?  I mean, when we don’t expect that Jesus can do anything for us, then we’re not to likely to ask Him to do anything for us.  But when we believe that Jesus knows us, and when we expect that He wants to connect with we, and can help us, then the chances are pretty high that we’ll call out to Him.

MARK 10:47 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Gang, do you see how blind Bartimaeus “saw something” in the upcoming presence of Jesus Christ that a lot of the other people around him missed?  Bartimaeus saw that no matter what he thought about Nazareth or about people who came from Nazareth … he saw that Jesus was the Son of David.  He saw who Jesus really was.

The Jews believed that their Messiah, the One Who’d be sent from God to be their Kinsman Redeemer would be a descendant of King David.  And that’s what Bartimaeus was talking about here when he called Jesus the Son of David.

When Jesus told Jewish people that He was this Messiah they’d been waiting for, looking for, and praying for for centuries, it usually almost cost Him His life.  Because in almost every town Jesus visited and shared this message of Who He was, the Jewish Religious Leaders, would become enraged, try to capture Him and then stone Him, or at the very least run Him out of town. Jesus’ disciples and those who were following Him closely were coming to believe that He was the Messiah, and not just another Rabbi [teacher].  But the masses hadn’t yet gotten the memo, and so most of them remained skeptical.

And so when Bartimaeus started crying out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” he was declaring to everyone within earshot that no matter what town Jesus was from, he believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah – the One the Jews, since The Old Testament had often referred to as “The Son of David.”

From Bartimaeus’ response to hearing that it was Jesus Who was coming down the road, he’d clearly already heard about Who Jesus claimed to be … he’d heard about the miracles Jesus was performing … he’d heard about the teachings Jesus was giving in synagogues, on hillsides, and along the shorelines of the Sea of Galilee … he’d heard about the healings Jesus was doing.  In other words, word of Jesus Christ had spread far and wide.  To some, Jesus was still just Jesus of Nazareth.  But to Bartimaeus and to a growing number of others, He was Jesus, Son of David.  

And what was true then is true now.  Because you and I can’t remain neutral about Jesus Christ and Who He is, or Who He isn’t.  I love what C.S. Lewis wrote about this in his classic book Mere Christianity …

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic – on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg - or he would be the devil of hell.  You must take your choice.

Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.   But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.”

Do you see it?  There’s no middle ground to stand on when it comes to Jesus Christ and Who He is.  Like author Josh McDowell has written, Jesus has to either be “a liar, a lunatic, or Lord.”  We can’t just say that Jesus was a great teacher … or a deeply spiritual philosopher … or a charismatic religious leader.  Like Bartimaeus, we have to make the choice to either turn away from Him, or believe that He is Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the Messiah, God’s answer to our brokenness, the way, the truth, and the life (cf., JOHN 14:6).

Several years ago, Christian singer/songwriter Tim Sheppard wrote a song called “I Hear The Lord Passing By” … and it really captures the truth and the passion of this story.  And so I’ve asked Michelle Molina and Linnea Brooks to share this song with us. 

I HEAR THE LORD PASSING BY | Music and Lyrics by Tim Sheppard

I hear the Lord passing by … this could be my day of visitation

Have mercy on me Lord, hear my cry of desperation

I hear the Lord passing by

My heart, my flesh, yearn to be with You

Open my eyes to see Your glory, all the days of my life

Like I said earlier, not one of us is sitting here today by accident.  Jesus is here with us, and every single one of us has a holy appointment with Him.  That’s why we’ve come together this morning – to worship Him, to listen to Him, to surrender to Him, and like Bartimaeus, to cry out to Him.  You and I have needs that only Jesus Christ can meet, and brokenness only Jesus Christ can restore.  Do you see it?  Will you cry out to jesus this morning … asking Him to do a work in you that will result in you following Him more closely, and glorifying God more consistently?

MARK 10:48 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
48 Many were sternly telling him to be quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

So again, Bartimaeus may have followed Jesus all the way through Jericho … from one city gate leading into the city, to another city gate leading out of the city … crying out Jesus’ name the whole time … desperately trying to catch His attention.  But regardless of exactly how this happened, it’s impossible to read this story and not see the power and the persistence of Bartimaeus’ simple, deliberate, I’m-laying-it-all-on-the-line faith.

The people sternly telling Bartimaeus to be quiet seemed more interested in getting somewhere than in going somewhere.  And there’s a huge difference between these two ways of looking at life.  People interested in getting somewhere, FOCUS on the destination.  The people telling Bartimaeus to shut up just wanted to get through Jericho, so they could arrive at their destination.

But people interested in going somewhere (as opposed to “getting somewhere”) focus less on the destination, and more on the journey.  Jesus had a strong sense that He was going through Jericho for a reason; and because of this perspective, while He was going, He listened to the promptings and the nudges of the Holy Spirit … calling Him to stop … calling Him to minister … and calling Him to value the people God brought across His path moment-by-moment.

Jesus Christ gave His followers what’s commonly referred to as the Great Commission (cf., MATTHEW 28:16-20) … we’re to go into the world, making disciples.  And the sense of this commission is that we’re to make disciples as we’re going, not when or if we go.  Sure we’ll eventually arrive at the somewhere that God is leading us to go; but ministry takes place as we’re going, as well as when we get there.  So let’s follow Jesus’ lead, and focus less on the destination, and more on the journey.

MARK 10:49-51 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.”  So they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage, stand up!  He is calling for you.”

50 Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus.

51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, I want to regain my sight!”

Was it really necessary for Jesus to ask Bartimaeus, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  I mean, it seems like a “no-brainer”.  It seems clear that Bart wasn’t going to ask Jesus to give him more pronounced cheekbones, or to help his beard grow in a little fuller.  He was blind and he wanted to see.  So again, was it necessary for Jesus to ask Bartimaeus, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  I believe that it was … for at least two reasons …

1. FIRST, Jesus’ question revealed the heart of God.  “What do you want Me to do for you?” is a question that a servant would ask.  And even though Jesus was and is God, He came to serve.

2. SECOND, Jesus knew that Bartimaeus’ answer to this question would reveal his heart.  Gang, what we ask God to do for us in prayer is a gauge of our beliefs, our priorities, and our motives.

Jesus wants to serve you and me.  In ROMANS 8:34 the Apostle Paul tells us that right now Jesus is in heaven, standing at the right hand of God, serving as our intercessor.  An intercessor is “one who stands in between”.  And as our intercessor, Jesus has one of His hands in one of our hands, and the other hand in God the Father’s hand … and His prayers of intercession are what links us together.

But we actually have two intercessors … both Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Earlier in this same chapter, in ROMANS 8:26-27 we read that when we don’t know how to pray, and when we’re unclear what God’s will is for a given situation, that the Holy Spirit is our intercessor, making our requests known to God the Father.  And when we do know how to pray, when we’re clear about what God’s will is, then it’s as though Jesus taps the Holy Spirit on the shoulder and says, “You can let go of their hand, I’m stepping in.  It’s My turn.”  And then Jesus becomes our intercessor.

Gang, Jesus hears our prayer requests.  And He still asks us, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  But He won’t always give us what we ask for.  Because again, His answers are closely guided by whether or not they will result in us following Him more closely, and glorifying God more consistently or not.

Oh, how important it is for us to comprehend, that even when we don’t, or can’t, understand God’s ways, that what God does is always for our good and for His glory.  Do you see it?

MARK 10:51-52; LUKE 18:43b (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni [Teacher], I want to regain my sight!”

52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”  Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road.

43b … and when all the people saw it, they gave praise to God.

The Greek word Jesus uses in v. 52 that’s translated has made you well is the word sozo – meaning “to save, to keep safe and sound, or to rescue from danger or destruction.”  And the word is in the Perfect Tense, meaning that Bartimaeus was “made whole” and would “continued to be made whole.”  And he was made whole because he trusted in Jesus.  In other words, Bartimaeus wasn’t only healed physically on this day; more importantly, he was also healed spiritually when he made the choice to follow Jesus.

Friends, Jesus was and is God.  He’s the only One who can bring us back into relationship and fellowship with God.  He’s the only One who can heal us.  He’s the only One who can raise people from the dead.  Okay, well then why doesn’t God do all these things, and more, when we ask Him?
First, let me say that He still does do many of these things!  Just because you haven’t recently seen a healing, or a resurrection, doesn’t mean they aren’t occurring.  But SECOND, we see people passing from death to life (JOHN 5:24) when they’re born-again by making the choice to come into a relationship with Jesus.  And we need to be reminded that when people come into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, that it’s a miracle.

We think that a healing, or a miracle, or Signs and wonders, will bring God the most glory.  But that wasn’t true when Jesus was on the earth – and it’s not true today.  Because usually the thing that gives God the most glory, is for others to see that His grace is sufficient for you and for me in the midst of our trials, tribulations, and suffering.

In JOHN 16:33 Jesus promised us as His followers that, in the world, we’d have tribulation.  And then He went on to tell us that even in the midst of this tribulation, suffering, and challenges, that even when our prayers seemed to be unheard, or unanswered, to be of good cheer – because He had overcome the world.  That’s your life and my life in a nutshell.  That we’re to live for Jesus, the One who gave up His life for us … and we’re to suffer with grace, and reveal Jesus to other people by following Him no matter what … by choosing to glorify God.  I love how Eugene Peterson renders this verse in his New Testament paraphrase, The Message …

john 16:33 (THE MESSAGE)

33 I've told you all this so that trusting Me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace.  In this godless world you will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart!  I've conquered the world.

Here’s how some of Jesus’ other followers talked about this same truth in the writings God’s Holy Spirit had them do over the course of the next 60 years after Jesus returned to heaven.  Here’s what the Apostles Peter and James wrote about it …

first peter 1:6-7a; james 1:2-4 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

6-7 So be truly glad!  There is wonderful joy ahead, even though it is necessary for you to endure many trials for a while.  These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure.

2-4 Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy.  For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.  So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything.

And here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote about what Jesus said …

ROMANS 5:3-5 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us – they help us learn to endure. 

4 And endurance develops strength of character in us, and character strengthens our confident expectation of salvation. 

5 And this expectation will not disappoint us.  For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

And finally, I love what the Apostle Paul wrote about God refusing to heal him of an affliction he was suffering from, even after repeated prayers, and about his willingness to do whatever it took to experience God’s presence, even when God said “no” to a prayer request He’d made …

second corinthians 12:9-10 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

9 Jesus Christ said, “My gracious favor is all you need.  My power works best in your weakness.”  So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through me.

10 Since I know it is all for Christ's good, I am quite content with my weaknesses and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.

What strengthened Paul in the midst of his suffering was hearing Jesus say the words, “My grace is all you need.  My power works best in your weakness.”

Yes, Jesus healed Bartimaeus physically.  But gang, that’s not the main point of the story.  The main point of the story is that Bartimaeus then followed Jesus, and glorifIED God.  Bartimaeus put his faith in Jesus Christ to save him.  Receiving his sight was simply a sign to show that Jesus had the power to forgive sins and bring Bartimaeus into a relationship with God.

Bartimaeus knew the truth that God’s WORD prophesied in The Old and New Testaments, that when the Messiah came, He would give sight to the blind.

LUKE 4:18; ISAIAH 61:1-2 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

18 The Lord has put his Spirit in me, because he appointed me to tell the Good News to the poor.  He has sent me to tell the captives they are free, and to tell the blind that they can see again. 
And so Bartimaeus asked Jesus for something consistent with the promises and purposes of God’s Word.  And his request was in harmony with following Jesus and glorifying God.  I love how the Apostle Luke ends his telling of this story too … that when all the people saw what happened to Bartimaeus, they gave praise to God. (cf., LUKE 18:43b).  So in Bartimaeus’ healing, other people saw Who Jesus was, were drawn nearer to Him, and also gave praise to God.  Talk about a homerun!

Jesus asked Bartimaeus, What do you want Me to do for you?  And Bartimaeus replied in v. 51, Rabboni [Teacher], I want to regain my sight!  And at that moment, Jesus decided that restoring Bartimaeus’ eyesight would help him keep his focus on Him and follow Him more closely, and that it would bring God the Father the most glory.  And so that’s what He did.

And this morning, like Jesus did at Jericho about 2,000 years ago now, He’s asking every one of here, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  Just remember that we live in an age in which it often gives God the most glory for us to boast in our weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through us.

If you’re here this morning and you’re already a follower of Jesus Christ, then apply the WORD of God.  You’re going through the world, heading towards eternity, with Jesus as your guide.  You’re going to get there; so stop along the way as God prompts you, and serve others.  Remember to boast in your weaknesses, to the glory of God.

And if you’re here this morning and you are not yet a follower of Jesus … then you’re the one who is spiritually blind, sitting, not alongside a road, but in an amphitheater.  And if you only see Jesus of Nazareth, but don’t respond to Him, and if you reject His invitation to come into a relationship with Him, you’ll remain a beggar.

Oh, you may build an empire.  And you may even have great successES in terms of how the world defines success.  But in the end, it will be nothing more than a few coins spread out on your beggar’s garment.  So why not respond to Jesus … the Son of David, the Son of God, the way the truth and the life, the One who stepped out of heaven so that He could step into your life.

Maybe today is the day you’ll follow Bartimaeus’ lead.  Have you heard Him passing by?  Oh, you might still have questions about how this whole “relationship with Jesus” works.  And as a church we can help you move into and through these questions with grace and peace.  But it’s my prayer that if you’re here this morning and you don’t yet know Jesus, that today would be the day that you receive the direction, the instruction, and the revelation you need.  May you cry out until Jesus stops in front of you.  And may you join Bartimaeus in following Jesus Christ and experiencing the wholeness that only He can give.

Prayer and Blessing
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